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Pre-General Conference briefing 


Before each General Conference [GC], 
UM Communications hosts a briefing 
about the facilities, events, dynamics and 
issues of GC for church press and the 
heads of annual conference delegations. 
The briefing in Cleveland, January 13-15, 
included an issues fair, where 
representatives from caucuses and 
agencies could meet with delegates 
personally and discuss their hopes for GC, 
and an hour-long plenary event focused on 
homosexuality. In that event, Jeanne 
Knepper, of Affirmation, Scott Fields, of the 
Good News Movement, and Thom White 
Wolf Faucett, of the General Board of 
Church and Society each made 5 minute 
presentations before taking questions from 
the floor. Included with in this newsletter is 
the speech Jeanne Knepper delivered [see 
Let My People !n, page 8]. Historically, this 
event is the only chance for a 
representative of Affirmation to address 
delegates directly. 


Preparations for General Conference 


When GC meets in Cleveland May 2-12, 
Affirmation will be there, speaking up as 
the voice of. LGBT UM. We will publish a 
daily newsletter for all delegates and 
visitors, provide support and legislative 
strategy for friendly delegates, and be 
available for medial interpretation. 


Affirmation, the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action [MFSA], and the Reconciling 
Congregation Program [RCP] have formed 
the AMAR [Spanish for "to love"] coalition 
to address issues around heterosexism 
and homosexuality at GC. The coalition 
has reserved 60 rooms to be used by 
volunteers and has contracted for meeting 
spaces. We will have a joint newsletter 
room, a resource and volunteer 
coordination room and an evening meeting 
space. AMAR volunteers, working with 
MFSA, will host and can eat breakfast and 
lunch at Old Stone Church, a few short 
blocks from the convention center, where 
there will also be short worship services 
each morning. Other volunteers will write, 
produce and distribute the daily newsletter, 
staff the resource room, provide 
counseling, staff the chapel and meditation 
room, run errands and provide 
transportation, and work with the RCP 


See GC 2000, page 2 


No Trial for "Sacramento 68" 


In Fairfield, CA, the complaint against clergy 
members will not be brought before a church 
trial. 67 co-officiants of a Holy Union 
ceremony between Affirmation members 
Ellie Charlton and Jeanne Barnett told an 
investigative committee that they followed 
their conscience in acting against what they 
consider an unjust denomination policy. The 
pastors, along with expert witnesses, 
testified during a Feb. 1-3 hearing by the 
California-Nevada Annual Conference’s 
Committee on Investigations for clergy 
members. At least five of the seven 
committee members had to vote that the 
ministers committed no chargeable 
offenses. The exact count wasn’t released 
because that is not part of church by-laws. 
Had the Committee on Investigation 
reviewing the complaint decided differently, 
the so-called "Sacramento 68" would have 
been the largest group of clergy to face 
disciplinary proceedings since the UMC was 
founded, and punishments could have been 
as harsh as loss of ministerial credentials. 


The Committee on Investigation took up the 
complaint in May. Reflecting the unusual 
situation, it created an unprecedented 
process of public hearings, in which it heard 
a range of testimony from scholars, ministers 
and laypeople on scripture, tradition, ethics, 
experience and reason. 


In the preamble to the committee’s report: 
"We want to affirm that we in the 
California-Nevada Annual Conference 
[Cal-Nev] are not of one mind regarding our 
church’s ministry to the gay/lesbian 
community. We confess that our differences 
of opinion have resulted in division and 
tension among us, testing the depth of our 
commitment to our mutual covenant. We 
continue to be in dialogue with one another 
as clergy and laity in this Annual 
Conference." But it went on to write that, 
"We also affirm that our history of ministry 
and mission in the Cal-Nev exemplifies a 
commitment to the value of inclusiveness ... 
and to the general understanding of the UMC 
as a denomination whose ministry of service 
is a primary representation of God’s love.” 


The report also said: "We recognize our 

calling to affirm one another as persons of 

sacred worth, and io live out our belief that 
See Trial, page 10 


Mission Statement 


Affirmation is an activist caucus of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered people organized to 
speak for ourselves. 

Together we: 


proclaim a gospel of respect, love 
and justice; 


relentlessly pursue policies and 
processes that support full 
participation of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgendered 
people in all areas and levels of 
The United Methodist Church; 


overcome the barriers that diminish 
our common humanity by excluding 
or judging people because of their 
race, gender, class or physical 
abilities; 


empower people to undertake 
works of inclusion and justice 
where they are. 


Affirmation 
Newsletter 


is a quarterly publication. The 
Official views of Affirmation are 
stated by the Co-Spokespersons. 
Opinions offered in signed 
columns, letters and articles are 
those of the writers and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of Affirmation. 


To save space in this newsletter: 
United Methodist Church = UMC 
United Methodist = UM 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgendered = LGBT 


Coeditors 

David L. Gunnell and Jerry Nosin 
Editorial Assistant 

Judy Cara-Hicks 


Information 


All Affirmation correspondence are 
mailed discretely. 


All contributions to National 
Affirmation are tax deductible. 
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programs on the middle weekend, May 5-7. Affirmation volunteers will gather each evening 
at about 9 pm to talk, process and reflect upon their experiences at GC. 


Volunteers interested in impacting legislation will work with the AMAR legislative coalition. 
The AMAR coalition, supported by In All Things Charity, has developed a multifaceted 
legislative strategy for GC. All three caucuses have agreed that the most crucial legislative 
goal is to delete or amend the Social Principles statement that the practice of homosexuality 
is "incompatible with Christian teaching," although Affirmation and MFSA have already 
submitted many additional petitions for Disciplinary change to GC. Volunteers are at work 
now, [and you can be among them] writing personal letters to GC delegates, using information 
compiled by MFSA and RCP to target those letters for greatest effectiveness. If you would 
like to join the letter writing effort, see information at the end of this article. 


At GC, volunteers will be needed to track committees and sub-committees, to track legislation, 
wherever it goes, and to serve as aides to friendly delegates. Some volunteers will be 
designated to tell their personal stories to specific delegates. Legislative volunteers working 
on heterosexism will meet each evening at about 10:30. This gathering will coordinate the 
legislative strategy for all three caucuses [although each caucus reserves the right to withdraw 
and follow its own agenda]. 


Joint preparations for General Conference have been carefully coordinated for the largest and 
most effective impact. Volunteers may work with the organizations or activities of their choice, 
without competition or conflict of interest. Whether you come to support people, provide 
hospitality, run errands, influence legislation, write, --whatever talents you bring, there is a 
place for you and a way to help. 


If you would like to volunteer for the letter writing effort, please send your name, address, 
phone, e-mail address, and annual conference to AMAR, c/o In All Things Charity, 3344 N. 
Broadway, Chicago, IL 60657. Fax, 773/327-8477. 


The AMAR Coalition is delighted that Rev. James Lawson will be the preacher at the worship 
service on Sunday, May 7, at First UMC, Cleveland. Rev. Lawson was part of the "Sacramento 
68" [see No Trial for "Sacramento 68" page 1], and worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther 
King. National Public Radio said that Dr. King considered Lawson a leading non-violence 
theorist. V 


Affirmation Council meeting 


Ten Council members met in Austin, TX, 14-17 January at Grace UMC. Austin and most of 
Texas was having extremely warm January weather; therefore all the "snowbirds" were elated 
over the welcoming weather. 


The group dealt with AMAR [see Preparations for General Conference, page 1] and how each 
group will relate to each other, and the General Conference [GC] on strategy and conference 
space. Our main priority is with the removal of the phrase in the Social Principles statement 
"incompatible with Christian teachings." We will have a de-briefing each evening during GC 
at 9pm in the Holiday Inn Express’ Washington Room. 


Andy Ulman will be bringing a rough draft of an updated revision of our bylaws to be reviewed 
by the membership at GC [see Membership Meeting in Cleviand, page 10]. 


The group ended an exhilarating weekend of good, positive work by eating ata Middle-Eastern 
restaurant complete with entertainment. We're looking forward to being with you in Cleveland. 
Richard Bates 


A gathering for healing and 
reconciliation for Boy Scouts 


As an organization, Scouting For All is 
dedicated to bringing hope for the future 
as well as peace to the past. We offer 
hope that the future of Scouting in 
America will be open to all youth and that 
our diversity will be a cause for 
celebration. And we seek to bring peace 
- so that people who have been and 
continue to be excluded by the Boy 
Scouts of America will know that they do 
not stand alone. 


In an effort to acknowledge the pain of 
the past and heal the hurt that continues 
into the present, Scouting For All is 
sponsoring an Interfaith Healing 
Ceremony. The Interfaith Healing 
Ceremony is a way of confronting social 
injustice, exclusiveness and the 
homophobia of the Boy Scouts of 
America in a very positive and healing 
way. 


Many people have written to tell us about 
the pain and humiliation they have 
suffered because of the Boy Scouts of 
America’s policy of discrimination. We 
want to gather together, share our stories 
and begin to heal the hurt. We want the 
Boy Scouts of America to know that what 
they are doing is not what Lord 
Baden-Powell, the founder of the world 
scouting movement intended for 
scouting. We want it known that real 
people’s lives are affected and forever 
marred by the feelings of shame and 
disgrace they are made to feel simply 
because they are gay. 


Please join us in this day of healing and 
reconciliation at Trinity Episcopal Church 
[at the corner of Bush and Gough 
Streets], San Francisco, California, 
Saturday 21 May 2000, 2pm - 3pm, 
Reception 3pm - 4:30pm 


For Information contact: Scott or Steven 
Cozza, Eagle Scout Scouting For All, 
or e-mail at 
or 


UM Campground discrimation case 
continues 


Illinois’ Cook County Circuit Court ruled that they 
have no jurisdiction over the discrimination case 
against the Historic Methodist Campground in Des 
Plaines, IL, because the first amendment of the US 
Constitution protects religious freedoms. The 
complaint is against the campground and the North 
Illinois Conference [NIC] of the UMC. The case is still 
continuing. 


Last summer, former Affirmation member, Bob 
Carroll, his partner, Russell Elenz, and their foster 
son were not allowed to buy a cottage at the co-op 
Campground because of lack of approval from the 
campground’s board. A straight co-op owner then 
arranged for the couple to rent their cottage. The 
campground board terminated the straight couple’s 
rights by kicking the straight couple out of their 
cottage. 


NIC chancellor, Sam Witwer, said that the NIC filed 
a response “simply saying the events at the 
Campground were not arranged, ordered or 
condoned by the Conference." 


The Human Rights Commission has held two 
mediation meetings with all parties and is expecting 
another meeting soon. 


"The campground raised a first amendment 
defense," said Ken Dobbs, attorney for Carroll and 
Elenz. "At first the campground trustees were saying 
they wouldn't let Carroll-Elenz family come into the 
campground because they violated campground 
rules and were disruptive. The trustees said this had 
nothing to do with homosexuality. When the case got 
to court, the trustees showed their true colors." The 
campground used the Social Principles statement 
that says the practice of homosexuality is 
“incompatible with Christian teachings." 


Dobbs said that the campground attorney "cited one 
phrase out of context." Consequently, the Circuit 
Court Judge focused on this phrase and made his 
ruling that the this was an internal church affair and 
the first amendment issue applies. "The judge is 
absolutely wrong" said Dobbs. "If the judge’s ruling 
is allowed to stand, it would be offensive to every UM, 
because it says the UMC condones discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. If you read further, the 
Book of Discipline says we do not discriminate in 
areas of housing and employment." 


Dobbs said the Illinois State Attorney has indicated if 
the judge does not reconsider, the case could be 
appealed all the way to the US Supreme Court. V 
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Council of Bishops Urged to Deny Actions of Two 
Bishops 


Bishop Morgan, president of the Council of Bishops, is being asked by Good 
News -- an evangelical renewal movement within the UMC -- to declare 
that actions by two UM bishops are in violation of the Discipline. 


Noting that Bishop Roy I. Sano [Los Angeles] has opposed a proposed 
California initiative that would deny same gender couples the same equal 
rights heterosexual married couples and that Bishop Susan M. Morrison 
[Albany] has endorsed legislation that would give equal rights to same 
gender couples in Vermont, James V. Heidinger, president of Good News, 
wants Morgan to say the bishops do not represent the church on this issue. 


Bishop Morrison told Newscope, "The issue that was before the Vermont 
legislature was related to the civil rights of gays and lesbians, and our 
Discipline is supportive of such civil rights. | hope someday we would accept 
differences of opinion within the Christian family, stop the attack mode, and 
work together on issues like those related to children, where there is one 
accord." 


The Discipline does not condone the practice of homosexuality and 
considers "the practice incompatible with Christian teaching"; it also calls 
for equal rights regardless of sexual orientation: "We see a clear issue of 
simple justice in protecting their rightful claims where they have shared 
material resources, pensions, guardian relationships, mutual powers of 
attorney, and other such lawful claims typically attendant to contractual 
relationships that involve shared contributions, responsibilities and 
liabilities, and equal protection before the law" [Para. 66H]. 


from Newscope 


Rev. Creech will speak at March 


Rev. Jimmy Creech, a former United Methodist ministere and outspoken 
advocate for Holy Unions of same gender marriages, "will be speaking at 
‘The Wedding,’ the largest same gender wedding demonstration and 
celebration in history," said Rev. Elder Troy D. Perry, founder and moderator 
of the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches. 


Last November, Rev. Creech lost his credentials after a UMC jury found 
him guilty of disobeying church law by officiating at the same gender union 
of two North Carolina men. 


“The Wedding: Now More Than Ever" will take place in front of the Internal 
Revenue Service Building, located at 1111 Constitution Avenue, NW in 
Washington, D.C. on Saturday, April 29 at 10:45 a.m. Registration for the 
"Wedding" exceeds the numbers of "The Wedding" that Rev. Perry 
conducted at the 1993 March on Washington, which was recorded at that 
time as the largest same gender wedding demonstration and celebration 
in history. 


The Lesbian and Gay Bands of America [L.G.B.A.], a national musical 
organization comprised of concert and marching bands from cities across 
America, will supply the romantic and inspirational music before and during 
the ceremony and demonstration. V 


Among us 
Presbyterian 


In Richmond, Va., the highest court in the 
Presbyterian Church USA is hearing 
appeals on three gay related disputes from 
the denomination’s Northeast region. 


One case will review the region’s approval 
of same gender ceremonies. Another 
appeal concerns a New England region 
refusing to a enforce church law requiring 
officers to practice fidelity in heterosexual 
marriage or celibacy if they are not married. 
The third case involves Graham Van 
Keuren, a gay man who was approved as an 
ordination candidate even though he said he 
is not committed to remaining celibate. 


United Church of Christ 


On January 22, a United Church of Christ 
[UCC] church in Belleville, IL took a stand 
against the national UCC’s liberal position 
on Lesbian and Gay issues. Pastor Darrell 
Coons told the AP, "We no longer want the 
UCC speaking for us." 


The president of the UCC, the Rev. John 
Thomas was among a group of 850 
members of clergy and other religious 
figures who issued a declaration urging all 
faiths to bless same gender couples and 
allow openly Lesbian and Gay ministers. V 


"It is not the strongest of the species that 
survive, nor the most intelligent, but the one 
responsive to change." 


- Charles Darwin 


Just Who’s In Charge Here? 


Judy WestLee shares this sermon to encourage you to donate a stole to the Shower of Stoles, if that is part of your story. This is the sermon she 
preached at Wesley UM Church, Minneapolis, MN. "As | used to tell my small rural churches," writes Judy, “when it was time to sing, they would hear 
me singing to encourage them to also sing....if not from inspiration, then from desperation." More details follow on how to donate a Stole. The text is 
from Jonah 3:1-5, 10. 


It was the evening of Saturday, June 18, 1994. At Spirit of the Lakes United Church of Chirst Church, David Messnier, now 
Wesley’s Music Director, stood beside a harp and sang "Somewhere." | walked alone down the aisle toward the waiting 
ministers. Janet walked alone down another aisle toward the ministers. And we met the communion table. Smaltzy. But 
that was how it was. That is how Janet’s and my Holy Union service opened. We prefer to call it our wedding. 


| was so nervous. So excited. And so proud that Janet was there beside me. And at the same time | was so happy, my joy 
had a bittersweet flavor to it. Because | knew that by participating in this ceremony, | was shutting the door on being an active 
UM minister. 


The UMC, as do most mainline churches, has a rule that only celibate gay/lesbians [GL] may be clergy persons. With this 
ceremony there would be no turning back. | was now “out of active ministry. The church makes GL persons make this 
horrendous choice: do we be open and honest but loose our active ministry? Or do we hide, saying it is a stupid rule, continue 
in ministry but always live with the fear of someone “outing" us, and thus loosing our active ministry? 


Either choice does major violence to the person who must make that decision. The church insists on judging us on our label 
“gay man or lesbian woman"- and refuses to look at all our actions, our gifts, our graces’, our history in ministry. Which brings 
me right up to Jonah. Oh, but! love this story! Jonah was a native Galilean in Israel and God "Yahweh" called him to preach 
repentance to the people of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrians who had recently destroyed Jonah’s land. 


Jonah, being a typical upstanding man of God, replied: "No way! Let them go to hell! Can | help them on their journey?" 
But Yahweh said, "No, go to them. Tell them about me. Bring them to me." 


Sometimes it is so dangerous and hard to love and worship this God Yahweh who has no limits to the wideness of God’s 
love, God’s mercy and God’s forgiveness! Can't you be a little bit like us, Yahweh? Hold a resentment once in a while? Just 
a little grudge? Why must we be like you, instead? 


Jonah wasn’t going to have any part of saving the people of Nineveh! No way. That would be like me preaching salvation 
to the Good News people. Or even more extreme to Transforming people. They believe GL people can be "cured" through 
faith and prayer. Nope. Jonah headed for the first ship going in the opposite direction from Nineveh. Then there were terrible 
storms. The crew figured out it had to be Jonah who was making Yahweh angry. So, naturally the crew threw Jonah over 
board. 


Once in the ocean Jonah was immediately swallowed by a whale. He was "in the belly of the fish three days and three nights." 
Think about that for a minute. Can you imagine what it was like every time the whale had a little lunch? Look out! Here comes 
another fish! 


The whale got tired of Jonah, too. After three days, three nights the whale vomited Jonah up onto the beach at the very place 
where Jonah had started from. 


Then Jonah had a stroke of genius, he would go to Nineveh and tell them of Yahweh, thus saving them. What an idea! So, 
Jonah went. Right into the heart of Nineveh. And he went to the back allies in the heart of town. Made certain no one was 
around and whispered, "There is a God who wants you to come back into relationship with this God and your neighbor. This 
God, called Yahweh, loves you very much. Yahweh’s mercy knows no boundaries. Yahweh is always ready to forgive." 


Jonah whispered this message. When no one was around. And you know what: THE MESSAGE WAS HEARD! AND 
PEOPLE CAME AND BELIEVED. THEY WERE SAVED! 


Jonah couldn't believe it. He was disgusted [Don’t you just love Jonah?]. He sat under a bush overlooking Nineveh to pout. 

And the bush shriveled up and died! There sat Jonah in the hot sun! Now he was ticked. And God came to our friend Jonah 

and asked: "Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?" And [Jonah] said, "Yes, angry enough to die." Then [Yahweh] 
see Who’s In Charge, page 6 
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said, "You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night 
and perished in a night. And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred 
and 20 thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?" 


| read this story and | hear an echo from Job when Yahweh asks "Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth? 
Tell me, if you understand. Who determined its measurements --- surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On 
what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings 
shouted for joy?" 


"Or who shut in the sea with doors when burst out from the womb? --- when | made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness 
its swaddling band, and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors, and said, ’Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
and here shall your proud waves be stopped?”" 


Yahweh goes on giving Job more examples asking Job just who was God around here. A question | have to ask myself once 
in a while. 


God will be God. Whether we are ready for it or not. Thank God. 


There is a project called "The Shower of Stoles." It is a collection of stoles donated by gay men & lesbian women who have 
been prevented from answering their call to ministry because of the churches’ rules against their doing so. 


| have resisted donating a stole. Today | am wearing the stole | will be donating. | wore it only once before, a couple of weeks 
ago when Larry asked me to help officiate at the Communion Service. This is the last time | will wear it. | will miss it. But not 
nearly as much as | miss ministry. 


| agree with Larry and others when they say they will wait and see what God decides on this issue of gay men and lesbian 
women serving in ministry. Because if we are wrong and this is not the will of God, we will eventually know it by what happens. 


And the reverse is also true. If we are right in saying we have no business setting limits on whom God may call into Gods 
service, then all will see what happens. 


There is another type of stole: it is a stole for congregations to sign. It is called a “Solidarity Stole." Wesley Church has 
declared it will have a Solidarity Stole displayed at the upcoming GC this May in Cleveland. If you would like to sign it and 
have not yet done so, you will have an opportunity after this service. 


Jonah thought he could run away from God’s call. He found himself vomited out of a whale’s stomach and landed right where 
he started. Jonah thought he could whisper God’s message and not be effective. People came to him in droves! 


The church says we must be quiet. |, and anumber of people like me, refuse to be quiet. We are here. We will not go away. 
The church says all of this fuss will cause the church to split. And | start to mentally count the number of my friends who have 
already left the church because of its homophobic stands and no one noticed them walking out the door. 


Split? No. | don’t want a split. But don’t tell me we are not already divided. The church says | can no longer pastor a 
congregation. They have that power. But don't tell me | can no longer preach. It would be like telling the chickadee she can 
no longer sing! 


One summer night in 1994, | walked down a church isle while David sang "Somewhere." It was the smartest move | have 
ever made. And what the result will be from the church’s reaction to that walk is still to be determined. 


| trust in Yahweh’s mercy to guide me through this struggle. 


The Indigo Girls have a new CD out called "Come On Social." At the end of it is a "hidden cut" -- a song that is there but not 

listed any where on the jacket. The song is all about the church’s stance on GL and it’s called "The Philosophy of Loss." The 

church seems perfectly happy to lose its GL children. That is so contrary to my understanding of Yahweh. The Yahweh | 
see Just Who’s In Charge, page 7 
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know, love and serve is continually wooing people back 
and is never content to see a child lost. 


Because of my understanding of Yahweh always wanting 
to be in relationship with all people, | continue the 
struggle for the church to also be inclusive. | continue to 
work for the day when LGBT people ask "where is my 
’Somewhere’?" The church answers, "Here is your 
‘Somewhere.”™ 


Shalom! 


Judy WestLee 


Are people repeating history? 


Virginia Supreme Court in 1962 upheld an interracial 
couple, the Lovings, to a one year prison sentence for 
being married. Virginia law did not allow interracial 
marriages. The Lovings were married in the District of 
Columbia and return home to Virginia to live. The one year 
prison sentence was suspended as long as they moved 
out of Virginia. The convicting judge declared:. 


“Almighty God created the races white, black, 
yellow, Malay, and red, and he placed them on 
separate continents. And but for the interference 
with his arrangement there would be no cause for 
such a marriages. The fact that he separated the 
races shows that he did not intend for the races to 
mix." 


- paraphrase from The Apartheid of Sex - A Manifesto 
on the Freedom of Gender, by Martine Rothbliatt 


Shower of Stoles will be visible at General Conference 


Hundreds of liturgical stoles are being gathered to testify 
to the many LGBT folks in the church -- as well as their 
supporters. The Shower of Stoles Projectis a partner with 
the Reconciling Congregation Program [RCP] to gather 
300 United Methodist stoles for display at the UM General 
Conference [GC]. Any LGBT person of faith may submit 
a stole. Many of the stoles in this collection are from 
ministers, elders, deacons, diaconal ministers, church 
musicians, Christian educators and seminarians. Stoles 
presented by UM for the GC will be dedicated in a worship 
celebration at First UMC of Cleveland at 1:30 on the 
afternoon of Sunday, May 7. 


Stoles may be submitted anonymously. One viewer 
commented while visiting a showing of the Shower of 
Stoles, "What struck me was how many of the stoles were 
anonymous! The need to submit a stole without one’s 
name is a painful indictment of the church, that persons 
faithfully serving their denominations must hide their 
name out of fear of attack or harsh treatment by 


supervisors." 


Other stoles are in honor or memory of persons who have 
served or been excluded from serving the church. “Our 
congregation is doing one stole in memory of John 
Bevan, a diaconal minister who prepared the table at 
Foundry UMC every Sunday when there was 
communion. He was a faithful servant of the church. We 
want his ministry honored." 


lf you are [or have been] active in your faith community, 
regardless of your status in the church, you are 
encouraged to submit a stole. Preparing a stole for 
himself and for a friend who left UM ministry, one 
ordained minister reflected on why he was placing a stole 
in the display, "| want the church, the delegates to GC, 
to know that my ministry has been irreparably harmed by 
policies and practices that say I’m not generally 
appointable because of my sexual orientation." 


Straight allies are encouraged to contribute "signature 
stoles" which are created by ally groups and covered with 
signatures in support of the justice struggle of LGBT 
persons in the church. 


It is important to include your story with the stole. A brief 
clear statement is more important in telling your story 
than the most elegant art work. Be sure to include your 
name [unless anonymous], denomination, where you are 
from, and your service to the church. Stoles given to the 
collection for GC will become a permanent part of the 
Stoles Project and will travel after GC, continuing to tell 
the story of the vital contributions LGBT persons make in 


our churches. Once completed, your stole should be sent 


directly to the Shower of Stoles Project, 


Minneapolis, MN Contact Martha 


Juillerat, Director of the Stole Project, for more 


information: 


e-mail: V 
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Let my people in 


Jeanne Knepper spoke these words in Cleveland on 15 January 2000 
before the Pre-General Conference Briefing for press and heads of annual 
conference delegations to General Conference [GC]. The GC will take 
place 2-12 May 2000, in Cleveland. On Wednesday, 12 January, the day 
many participants arrived, there was a fire in the Sheraton Hotel, site of 
the briefing. In addition, a Cleveland water main broke only two blocks 
from the Sheraton that same afternoon. 


| want to begin by thanking UM Communications for the 
opportunity to be here. Affirmation cherishes any chance to 
speak with GC delegates. Although the "question" of 
homosexuality, the" issue" of homosexuality, the "problem" 
of homosexuality have been before The UMC at every GC 
since 1972, the people "we, the members of Affirmation" 
have not. And we want you to know that this is really about 
people, people who are UM. Sol thank you for this privilege. 


Although | wasn’t so sure | was grateful when | arrived on 
Wednesday. There had been a fire. The streets were 
flooded. The room was smoky; the phones didn’t work; the 
toilet didn’t work [and me off a long flight!] and we couldn't 
drink the water. | don’t know about you, but! started thinking 
about Moses up in front of Pharaoh, hearing the words, "Let 
my people go..." ... and watching out for frogs. 


Wondering, should we be afraid for our firstborn? 


And knowing that yes, we should, if our first born are LGBT 
and live in cultures shaped by hatred or intolerance of 
homosexuality. 


Indeed, we should be very afraid for them. The Southern 
Poverty Law Center tells us that hate crimes against gay men 
and lesbians increased 260 percent between 1988 and 
1996; that lesbians and gay men are physically attacked in 
bias-motivated assaults six times more often than Jews or 
Hispanics and twice as frequently as blacks; and that 
anti-homosexual hate crimes exhibit “extraordinary 
viciousness and brutality." 


We've all heard of the brutal murder of Matthew Shepherd, 
but most of us are not aware that in the year after his death, 
in the period from October 1998 to October 1999, at least 
19 gay men, lesbians and transgendered people were 
stabbed, beaten, shot, slashed and burned. All died 
because someone believed they didn’t deserve to live. 


Well, you might say, that’s awful -- but what does it have to 
do with us? 


Perhaps we need to know that forty percent of the people 
| who harass gay men or lesbians make specific references 
to religion, God or the Bible during their assaults. 


Perhaps we need to know that the United States Department 
| of Health and Welfare has identified religion as a risk factor 


in gay youth suicide, explaining that "Family religious beliefs 
can be a primary reason for parents forcing youth to leave 
home if a homosexual orientation is seen as incompatible 
with Christian teachings [Their language]. These beliefs 
also create unresolvable internal conflict for gay youth... They 
may feel wicked and condemned to hell and attempt suicide 
in despair..." 


Perhaps we need to know that Matthew Williams, who 
murdered Gary Matson and Winfield Mowder in their beds 
last spring told his mother when she visited him in jail, “I think 
God put me here as a witness....| have followed a higher law. 
| see a lot of parallels between this and a lot of other incidents 
in the Old Testament. They threw our Lord and Savior in 
jail." Williams represents himself as a religious martyr, jailed 
for his faithfulness to God in killing two gay men. 


And this has a lot to do with us. 


We are people of the Word. We believe that words, and how 
we use them help to shape our world. How else do we 
explain the size of our UM Book of Resolutions? The UMC 
participates in the creation of this violent culture through its 
words, through its continued promotion of a lie, that the 
practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching. 


This was a lie when it was adopted in 1972, for even then 
we knew that faithful Christians did not all agree on our 
Christian teachings about homosexuality. It is an even 
greater lie now. 


In April of 2000, scientists will release the report on the 
genome project, an international collaboration to map all 
human genes. Already, five years ago, a leader in the 
National Institute of Health, who was Catholic, gathered with 
religious leaders and told them, "We will need to get down 
on our knees, for we have borne false witness against our 
brothers and sisters." 


Homosexuality is nota choice and itis nota sin. It's the way 
some people are, people created by God, people beloved by 
God. And God is saying, "Let My People In!" 


Now, | know, that some will try to persuade you that you have 
to "hold the line" or there will be schism. But we all know the 
church can't split unless you vote to separate it. And you’re 
not going to do that. This church is too important to you, to 
me, to all of us. 


Some will try to stampede you into fierce language and 
punitive postures. But! think you’re better than that. | know, 
| believe, that we are all of us, everyone in this room, people 
of God, doing our best to be faithful, glad for the space that 
gives us room for unity without uniformity. 


see Let my people in, page 9 


Let my people in 
from page 8 


Some say that we are a threat to the church. | say, we are your colleagues, your pew-mates, your pastors, your bishops, 
your children and your parents. We are Christians, we are United Methodists and we are yours, called by God to be in this 
place, in this time, in this church. 


Our children are teaching us a phrase. When they have hard decisions to make, when pressures assail them, they ask 
themselves, "What Would Jesus Do?" It’s a good standard, a very good question for these times. 


When faithful and loving couples come to their faith communities asking for blessing and support, "What Would Jesus Do?" 
When teens are driven from their homes by our language of judgment, "What Would Jesus Do?" 


When talented and grace-filled Christians answer God's call and present themselves for ordination and service to our church, 
"What Would Jesus Do?" 


| think maybe God has a sense of humor. I’ve thought that a long time with respect to the Roman Catholic Church, experiencing 
a severe shortage of priests. Sometimes, | think God is saying to that denomination: "Hey, I’m calling plenty of people into 
the priesthood -- and they’re women! Let my people in!" 


And | think God is speaking to us as well. Are our numbers down? Let my people in! 
Have we lost our sense of celebration? Let my people in! 

Do we long for vital community? Let my people in! 

Do we ache to speak an effective word of reconciliation to a fractured and violent world? 
Do we? Do you? 


In 1996, GC delegates heard the musical group Montana Logging and Ballet Company sing the song they wrote to honor 
Bishop Tutu and his struggles in South Africa, "Take the Barriers Down." Now Bishop Tutu himself is saying to us, this 
discrimination against lesbians and gay men is wrong. Take the barriers down. 


| believe that God is calling to us. Listen, listen to God’s voice in the night. Listen to that persistent voice, echoing through 
the ages: "Let my peoplein!" V 


Views 
The official views of Affirmation are stated by the Co-Spokespersons. Opinions offered in signed columns, letters and articles 
are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the opinions of Affirmation. We welcome those with opposing views 
to write. 


Wow, God/Love spoke loud and clear through Jeanne. Great 
speech! I’m crying right now, but this is how | am. This will be my 
prayer throughout Cleveland: Let my people in! 


"What Would Jesus Do" on [the front of] my tee shirts -- on the 
other side "Let my people in!" A great, great thank you [to you], 
Jeanne, for speaking for us. For me. For Matthew. And all the 
others that have died for being a child of God. 

Mary Padilla 


Membership Meeting in Cleviand 


In the coming months, the Affirmation Council will be sorting through several 
potential changes in the way that we are organized and function. A meeting 
of the general membership has been called for the middle weekend of the 
General Conference in Cleveland. We certainly hope as many of you as can 
make it will be on hand to participate. 


This meeting will also include our triennial elections to Affirmation’s National 
Council. For those of you who cannot make it, there will be an opportunity for 
you to vote by mail. But probably more important than these elections will be 
your responses to our suggestions to overhauling our organization. With this 
in mind we would like to share with you some of the potential changes that we 
are considering for this organization. Please be aware that whatever decisions 
are made will not be implemented until the next meeting of the corporation, as 
many of the changes that are before us involve alteration of our corporate 
identity and significant alterations to our by-laws. 


Most central to our concerns is a need to develop ways to be in better contact 
with our membership. In recent years we have seen the work of Affirmation 
move substantially towards the use of technology. The on-line communities 
that exist within Affirmation have been heartening. But Affirmation is now 
seeking to do more to help foster Affirmation communities however they might 
develop. This includes regular national gatherings, associations of activists 
working to impact various church bodies, and even a revival of Affirmation 
chapters where there exists the interest and resources. All of this would be 
an attempt to nurture and grow the multitude of communities that Affirmation 
represents and help foster a deeper connection between those of us who thirst 
for the more loving and Christ-centered church. 


A primary function of what we are considering would be an attempt towards 
greater accountability. But this comes at the loss of our previous egalitarian 
and consensus paradigm of functioning and moving instead to a limited 
hierarchical but democratic model of governance. Such a move might involve 
the implementation of a chair and vice chair and other constitutional officers. 
It would certainly include the creation of committees [e.g. nominations, fund 
development, and membership development committees] to do the majority of 
Affirmation’s work. 


We are also considering doing away with our current system by which we must 
have gender parity within the representatives of each jurisdiction and 
elsewhere. In considering a move away from this, we by no means intend a 
lessening of commitment to gender parity within the National Council as a 
whole. It would give us more flexibility with which to recruit members and fill 
positions that too often remain vacant. But more than this, it would emphasize 
| aneed that has long existed within Affirmation, to consider issues of diversity 
within the board with more breadth of perspective and insight than merely 
considering a person’s gender. There were times in Affirmation’s tumultuous 
history when such gender considerations needed to be a priority, but our 
Current lack of diversity on other fronts causes us to seek new ways to both 
garner this needed diversity and to sensitize ourselves to issues concerning 
diversity. 


There is much that we are hoping to do, but more of it depends on your input 
that you can imagine. For those of you who can make it to General 
Conference, we look forward to seeing you there. For the rest, we encourage 
your comments and responses. 

Andy Ulman 


10 


Trial 
from page 1 


each person is valued in the sight of God. 
This has meant that both Reconciling 
Congregations’ and ’Transforming 
Congregations’ are present in our Annual 
Conference. Together, we find our unity in 
Jesus Christ." That our "history of ministry 
and mission in the Cal-Nev exemplifies a 
commitment to the value. of 
inclusiveness..." 


The Resident Bishop Melvin G. Talbert 
"reaffirms" the committee’s report. He also 
wrote that his "belief that my colleague 
district superintendents and | took the 
appropriate steps to allow this matter to be 
adjudicated by a panel of peers is in 
keeping with our church policty." 


Rev. Greg Smith, representative of the 
Evangelical Renewal Fellowship - an 
alliance of conference congregations 
opposed to Holy Unions - expressed that 
the Book of Discipline "wasn’t upheld in this 
case. It may be the catalyst for the GC to 
take action." He also said that the decision 
“had, in our annual conference, effectively 
ended the rule of discipline, that we 
basically said that we now follow our own 
individual consciences. | think it’s a day 
that could lead to division and even the 
breaking up of our annual conference." 


smith did praise the Rev. Don Fado, who 
organized the ministers for the Holy Union. 
“He’s dynamic. | even went forward in altar 
to call when he was a preacher. | know he 
did this out of conviction. | have great 
respect for him, while disagreeing." 


Fado held a press conference at his church 
in Sacramento. About 100 attended, 
including media and about 17 of the 
ministers involved. Also present were Ellie 
Charlton and Jeanne Barnett. Both have 
held important positions within the church. 
"It's a tremendous feeling," Charlton said. 
“The committee did a terrific job hearing 
from all the parties, not just why Ellie and | 
were there," Barnett said. 


“We could not say "no’ and be true to our 
vows as ministers," said Rev. Fado. But if 
he were to preside over another Holy Union, 
it would be much more low-key. 

See Trial, page 11 


Trial 
from page 10 


Good News, an evangelical renewal movement within the UMC, was "stunned and deeply disappointed" by the decision. In 
their press release: "We feel betrayed" by Bishop Talbert who "violates both the spirit and substance of the Council's recent 
pastoral letter." In the letter, the Council of Bishops stated that they will follow the Book of Discipline. Rev. James V. Heidinger 
ll, president and publisher of Good News, said, "The Cal-Nev action heightens the intensity of the issue, particularly when an 
annual conference seems to have almost declared itself autonomous." 


"We believe that is not the way the UMC structure functions," said Patricia Miller, executive director of the Confessing 
Movement. "We are a connectional system," with authority resting in the whole church, not just the annual conference, she 
said. 


Three conservative groups -- Good News, the Institute on Religion and Democracy, and the Confessing Movement -- 
announced the formation of the Coalition for United Methodist Accountability. The coalition describes itself as a group “of 
UM laity and clergy who have come together to seek doctrinal, fiscal and procedural accountability in the life of the UMC." 
Attorneys working for the Coalition for United Methodist Accountability will monitor future cases and charges that arise in the 
church, and if they see failure to follow the Book of Discipline or other church policies, "they will take action on behalf of those 
supporting faithfulness to church doctrine and discipline,” Miller said. 


That action could include presenting arguments during a church trial and appealing a decision to the Judicial Council. The 
coalition said it will exhaust all remedies within the church, and it might look outside the church for remedy if necessary. 


A precedent exists for civil courts ruling in cases when churches are not following their own policty, Heidinger said, citing a 
recent decision involving the United Church of Canada. The coalition would prefer to see the accountability enforced within 
the church, but the group will be ready to go outside to the civil court system if it must, he said. "You never do that 
enthusiastically, but it may become necessary." 


"If we had GC today, the emotional pitch would be very high," said Marilyn Alexander, executive director of the Reconciling 
Congregations Program. "There’s certainly a group in the church that’s very angry about this decision, and at the same time, 
there’s a group in the church that’s very happy about this decision, and | think that describes our church right now." 


The bishop is "absolutely accurate to the constitution of the church, and what he is saying is in the spirit of what the Judicial 
Council has said over and over and over," said the Rev. Jeanne Knepper, spokesperson for the Affirmation. The Judicial 
Council has made it clear that the annual conference must evaluate who can be appointed or ordained, she said, referring to 
the Discipline’s prohibition on the ordination of homosexuals. Clergy credentials rest within the annual conference, and that 
is the body that handles charges against ministers, she said. V 


Information 
| am interested in knowing more about: 
LJ Becoming a member of National Affirmation and receiving the quarterly 
newsletter. All Affirmation correspondence are mailed 
LJ | want to provide financial support for the work of Affirmation. Enclosed is discretely. 


a donation of $ All contributions to national Affirmation are 


tax deductible. 
Name 
ee Mail to: 
° Affirmation: United Methodist 

for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
Cit Stat Z ; 

0 and Transgendered Concerns 
Phone Annual Conference PO Box 1021 


Evanston, IL 60204 


E-Mail Address [please be case-specific] 
or e-mail the information to: 


<umaffirmation @ yahoo.com> 
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Greetings from Cleveland. 
Our weather is a bit raw at this time but we will be warming it up! 


The housing requests | am receiving are at a much slower rate than the number of phone calls | receive telling me you are 
coming. We have a deadline to submit the rooming lists to the hotels. Because | know things will get busier, the deadline 
for your housing requests and registrations is 27 March. You may mail in your registration, or you may register electronically 
at <www.rcp.org>, and then send payment. 


Some questions that have arisen: Tax is included. The cost for a Quad room is not 1/4 of the Single because each hotel has 
an increase for the 3rd and 4th person. The walk from the Radisson, which is the furthest, is about 3 blocks. Cleveland 
blocks are shorter than NYC. [Holiday Inn Express is the other hotel space]. Room/hotel assignments will be done based on 
the work you expect to do while you are at General Conference. 


| am available for questions. Mary Ann Carlson al or Email 1 


General Conference Housing Sign Up Form 


Primary Group Affiliation: 
RCP [_] MFSA [_] Affirmation [_] IATC [_] APCP [_] 


Planned Days in Cleveland for which you will need housing [please check all days that you will be attending): 
First Week: Sun 4/30 [_] Mon 5/1 [_] Tues 5/2 [_] Wed 5/3 [_] Thurs 5/4 [_] 
Witness Weekend: Fri 5/5 [_] Sat 5/6 [_] Sun 5/7 [_] 
Second Week: Mon 5/8 [_] Tue 5/9 [_] Wed 5/10 [_] Thurs 5/11 [_] Fri 5/12 [_] Sat 5/13 [_] 


Travel Information: 
Car[{_] Train{[_] Bus-Greyhound[_] Bus-Charter [_] Air L] 


Arrival Date Arrival Time If by air: Airline Flight # 


Housing: 
| want to stay in a home [_] | want to stay in a hotel [_] | have made other plans [_] 


| would like to room with 
Hotel Preference: Single ($128/night) [_] Double ($64/night) [_] Triple ($48/night) [_] Quad ($40/night) [_] 
Prefer Non-Smoking Hotel Room [_] Prefer Smoking Hotel Room [_] 
Contact Information: 
Name Day phone Evening Phone 
Address Email 
City State Zip 
Annual Conference Congregation 


Special Needs: 
Is there anything we need to know for us to make your housing comfortable for you? Please include on a separate sheet. 


Important Notes: 
Housing registration deadline is March 27. One-third of payment for hotel stays due at time of registration with remainder due 
on Mar 27th. You may register electronically at <www.rcp.org>, and then send payment. All checks made payable to: 
rChurch Of The Redeemer 


Mail this Housing form to: 
Housing Coordinator, 1419 Vandermars, Cleveland Heights, OH 44121 
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